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PARAMILITARY LEADER FREE? 


^ arfm i -tuano, Ufimrioui trader nf 
rhr Mr n^hl l <4urnhun (vr imiiifan 
" group AUt» raav hare entered 
hrarl under a Dlw p,ittp*trf - pi is. ex* 
fin a US gmemmew uunci* pronentw 
programme Frawh iwtv*- 

growp AFH i ofcxmhun ulipJrcrwix mhitilVi 
rrpuft that 1 jirjhu mai llifM'ii to j 
mflilum m hefurr final!? 

King wni inti* Jxrarl under an j%*umcd 
rum? loittrin wa* rrp^rtcdb brut;! 
targeted hi ft-Nitw \C *1 Iftilm after 
(applying rhr VS pownromr mih 
mhumifnin on rhr \Ut > mititiiv drug | 
rr,if ruling njvi.tihim 
< >nc irnnirh after hi* disappearance I 
frllnu' Jrwj; Km l Jtjtw VJjyrfKifP 
CnirCM Wilt vh*U dead in j \inr.i Marta 
siipTmurlirt, fuelling riunuun f/tJi 
t’jsCiilkili ihMpprarjnt.e tm fiSrh Iprd 
hod irvn htm meet a urtUkir tare 
(aittho is renmvnni a* being fine o/ 
tile most unp'cimint and vudertt drug 
haron* in .ill rtf Jatffi Amrru i Kccenr 
report! Utggrst that hi* At t, militia hai 
btm mpmtihfc hn 85% at the i mtuc f ft 
tb,u have destroyed rural ( oliunhun 
tarTimiirtntrv Other target* hare included 



Not so dead - Carlos Caslarto 


trade uftloiiitti, leftiu tympJthitrrv, 
luumufnr* ind human rfjiha wnrkm. 
During the FARC (Mantut-LeMiimt 
guemlUtf reave fire In rhr I^SfK 
Can a Act a ml other nghmmg mm men 
were rraprembfr Uv rhr murder til art Hind 
jctiviu* and van hr emitted with 
perpetuating the Jo abating dvtl war 

j i auaKi hmivrll mat hnd hti ^opposed 
new fttirrmi lufiug* Tamil tar It war on an i 
hrwll military emir*? that hr firu 
l framed the tool* of hi* rude hath in 
j HAJ FoUuwrtng training with drath 
| *quad specialist* hr returned tu hi* 

I native Columbia to hdp rim 'law 
Fanguerm* with hn. brother Fidel, a 
mihdd force named arref the CivtaruA 
ranch. 

fn jM'jfr jhr t idtimhian gatvnpDent 
*i*ltref thr t .Miami ranch and exhumed 
24 dcKonipmrtf Nnhr* thawm^ wgm of 

turrufc. \ Time maj&rihr article tn 2(m 
I cniimjtr* that A VC violence in a* liave 
hrreed around one milltiin ( ulnmhiam 
I fr» rice their home*, 

these oxjMmtiium* have become 
entirely dcpcndrnr on their drug 
hpeiilttpiH w ith the US govern ment'v 
l*ni|c Enhirvcnimr A^cncv Having, up 
ihetr finh* r.> ihe Model I m 

cartel m 1^3. CaandUi and the AUC 
have itirmg hmnrk lmk> with Mh the 
l^mted Srarr* .ind Israel Apart from hiv 
ttaming in the carle U« 8 fk. govern mem 
linked Ivruelt and Brtmh mertenanev 
entered C olumbia later in the decade ir* 
vet up framing gimpt four paramilimrv 
k'jdrrv. Pi eve ctmr merotnarid wrre 
later to be involved with the training of 
Nuarapnj contrai and Honduran 
death wfiud* (Kith ummaiclv mvolvcd 
with the OtAl Several of ho m ilirta 
men were vent on a cirthlar e^changt 
programme to CavTarkiS, with rhe 
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Communists out of Colombia' - right-wing paramilitaries and their graffiti 




pnetumed bleiimg of the Kradi Defence 

Force. 

It o ruTnnnrcd that AUCi weapons 
mpplv was sourced m the Middle Eavf, 
with a maiur vhipmcnt of 3*000 Kalash 
rnkf-v nftev handed tf» the ppramtlirarie* 
hv IDF fmked armc company QKSA. 
Hu linkv cKtended deep imu the 
i olmnbi.in govemment and kiasuno 
boj.vred repeatedly tn hi* autohipgrnphv 
ot high level mccrumv with their ufticuli* 

( olo mba n adminiurathirtv are ttadttio- 
nally etiy duxely Kiund tn WushingtOfi, 


t jstahoS alleged release echoes the 
rumour lurnrutiding hiy brnther's 
disappearance m 1^4 Fidel CastaAo 
w*n also a prominent para mil j tore leader, 
!iippu«cdf> killed m a chance encounter 
with FAR< guerrillas. However even 
ht% whereabout* coniirtuc to be the 
vutyccT of sxHiic mystery; amid accuutkmi 
tliat he h.tt mm retired ro Israel If 
report* of 14«ann'» (etea&e ring trite 
ilirn the United State* will cnnie under 
cnmiderable criticum for Ictnng ihe 
world t most unpleasant terrorist and 


drug runner run free. Responsible far 
ihe murders ot countless innocents and 
repression of thousand* of rural 
communities, av well a* continuing 
participation m the drug trade, Cttttito 
would, bv any normal estimation* 
represent an unparalleled catch in term* 
of the "War on Drugs* and the ‘War an 
Terror 1 , 

ft appear* rhiiugb that ferroriwn and 
narco trafficking arc forgivable crime* 
w hen Committed bv QA a**cts. 

fttk Ray 


END LONG HOURS AND 


LOW PENSIONS 


B ritish workers are fighting back 
rtgainyr arrack* ao their pcriMtmv 
atul aurmpt* to make fhem work 
hour* - and u,i wonder? »rm*h 
worker^ fare the longest working hour* 
m Europe- Fuur million people work more 
flun TK hours a week One iff mx w omen 
woik nnifc than hil hour* a week. 

Pension scheme* arc King dosed at 
rreuni Ind*. Even w hen scheme* aren’t 
^ employer* are cutting back what 
■ FUf it*. According to the TUG 
^ipWr* hare saved rhcmsdvcv £4 
K um in pcuiion contribution*. Good 
**** lo “Rh tor the worker*, 
hilt iK TU(, ha* orjpmred a fiy 
, P ' * Vrmt <X'± ully in Kmdon on J *hh 
u "e ^ifkefv are taking direct aerton 
’ ikttnd vheme*. According 


rn official figuirs issued last week strike* 
over penocm* are at fhar highest level 
for fifteen years. Mfl.t/tHl working days 
\ocre lost last sc.it Action over the Mura 
tiou and pattern of hour* worked * alio 
hit a high. fj2,000 working day* were 
lost in dispute* over working hour* Usi 
year, the laigesr fur rhirrern year* 

Strikes to del end pcuxtoTi*, for 
ctaropfe, have taken place in recenr 
vt irs at Ciiparu* the steel works, Rhodia 
and Go op I manaal Services airmngst 
others. Rail worker* are planning 
industrial action next month to defend 
their scheme. Brendbn Barber, the TUOs 
hosv, ha* warned that if “employers 
ctmcfnue rhetr cutback*, we may very 
well >cr more industrial aciiun." 

There arc now rwo million tewer 


people in final *abn scheme* than in 
1*95. More and more people will have 
ro relv cm ihe woefully madft|uart state 
pension which un current trends w ill he 
worth m *t 10% of average earning* in 
twenty rear* rime. Tim wj|) mean 
people will hare to work for longer and 
lunger. Across the public rectut thr 
guvrnimciir is Trying to push up the 
retirement age. 

While strikes orer working time and 
pension* fme last year rbere was a fall 
m ihe overall number of stoppages 
according tn the Office for National 
Statistic*. Wildcat action*.,, as in the 
recent fire tighter* dispute over viand 
down time, however arc still taking 
place, Wildcat actions though are 
taking place in unexpected areas, 


Recently Unison and Amicuv member* 
at Sunderland C uy Hmpital walked out 
in pi" nr si as management tried to 
introduce the new NHS pay scheme - 
Agenda for Uiange which would have 
resulted m pay culs ui up to 47,000 for 
come worker*. 

Lower strike levels do not necessarily 
mean a reduction m militancy. Often 
the threat of industrial actum is enough 
to gcr increases from employer*. Last 
uerk uniou* representing t ,3 milltcm 
council workers welcomed a hxal 
authority employers' increased pas 
offer, up nearly Z%. 

Traditionally militant Industries like 
transport also show no sign of 
sLicketting. RMT mcinKrs working on 
the tube in I notion were *ce u* *tnkc 


on I Dili June for an above inflation pay 
increase, reduced working vreck and 
minimum starting salary, although 
bureaucrat* called off the actum Sourh 
larntral I S*A rnenihrr*, w ho tvnrk in 
railway ntkci office* have said that 
they will nut take passengers money 
next week in protest of lemporarv statt 
receiving less pay than the permanently 

employed colleagues. 

After nearly a devatlc of quiet, 
industrial action is aUxc and well in 
'tpite of the union leaders' sabotage 

Tav Up for Pensions match and rally 
nn Saturday 15hh lune, meet U noon 
**t Em bank men t, London, Kr march to 
Tratalgar Square. 

Richam GrlKtn 

See On the poverty of persons, pa^ 3 
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Anarchism 

Aruardiifn work towards A *oeicty of 
mutual nd and voluntary eoopcr.ttwn 
We rejwt all jtovcnwncnr and economic 


News from the inside 


MMPFtelbriofes 

Av MiJCtdci m womens prisons S«l. 
HM1* (Vmon Vak ha* come under 
attack .ind Durham is *hu« down. Bur 
will it reverse the trend? 


reprevoori- 

Krcctltim Press i» *n independent 
anarchist publisher fiesidei rhn 
newspaper* which comes out every two 
weeks* wc produce book* on all aspects 
ot anarchic! thnm and practice. 

In our hiu Id me rn Whitechapel svu run 
Britain Anarchist bookshop and 

bait j social centre and meeting space, 
rbr Auronomy Club. WeVr currently 
developing open‘access IT provision tor 
activim* to oie. 

Our aim u rn explain anarchism more 
widely and rn show that human freedom 
can only thrive when the institutions of 
stare and capita! have been abolished. 
Freedom * editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist thought* and 
as such the views expressed in thr 
paper are those of the individual 
contributors and nor necessarily those 
of the editorial collective. 


We're changing 

Some changes are coming up with 
Freedom* Anarchist News and Views* 
and wc arc keen to improve and 
expand. Please help us by filling in our 
Questionnaire on page 7 and posting it 
hack to us, One lucky person will win a 
free copy of the forthcoming Freedom 
Press hook. 

Editorial 


Durham; Jhr Prisons HJELvapaciiy 
women’s wing is being dim down. The 
Nome Office - hardly the most liberal 
of government bodies, denounced it a* 
"oppressive and claustrophobic" and 
churned that it was unsuitable- for holding 
women. Among other problems, exercise 
spares were tmy and bleak. 

The prisoners are being moved to 
[surprise ctirprrir) for-profit puls run by 
private companies, such as the new one 
opening at Bronrehetd in north*west 
London and later to another corporate 
prison in lYrcrhorough. 

Durham irseff is being re-packaged as 
a very friendly sou ruling ‘Community 
Prison’, but as to whether that will $wp 
tin- flood of nitride? occurring there in 
recent months, or lessen the already 
terrible overcrowdings who knows. 


Corton Vale* The Dumber of women 
imprisoned at HMP Carton Vale, 
Scotland's only womens prison* has gone 
up 150% since 1990. Overcrowding 
and poor condition* arc exacerbating 
the many problems which inmates 
already have. 

As many people voU know* most 
women are in prison for non-payment 
of fines and, like most other prisons, 
the facts about female inmates at Corron 
Vale are disturbing: 

» 60% have suffered from abuse; 


* 80% have a history of mental health 
problem*; 

* 90% have substance addiction problems 
Anne Owers, chief inspector of prisons 

for England and Wales has stated that 
these figures show that **it is quite dear 
that there are people m prison who don't 
need to be (here and who arc being made 
worse by bring in prison and who could 
benefit from Other provisions outside 
prison." 


| Suicides: Rebecca Smith* died m HMP 
Buckley Hall, Tuesday 1st June 2(MM. 
She has become the tenth woman this 
year to die Irom self-barm inside British 
prison* - the highest number on record. 

As female imprisonment rates rocker, 
suicide rates will inevitably follow - 
especially as must of those jailed have 
psychological problems. Prison has a 
highly detrimental effect on anyone s 
mental health and as such many vulnerable 
people will be tipped over the edge. 

However* despite us brutality and 
ineffectiveness at preventing crime, the 
prison system is still expanding unrelent¬ 
ingly. With corporate investment and 
the Private Finance Initiative (PEI) there 
is an awful lot of money to he made in 
locking people up. For a vision of the 
future* we need only look across the 
Atlantic to the US* where corporations 
build prisons, use their media arms to 
drum op hysteria over crime and then 
lobby the government for tougher, longer 
sentences, As the number of prisoners 
spirals up into the millions, families and 
communities are obliterated* bur a very 
few people get very* very rich. 


FeltJiam race fight bets 

According to the Guardian, police are 
investing allegations that prison officer* 
a Fcltham Young Offenders Institute 
| YOI) m West London have been placing 
white and black children in the same 
cell and taking Ircts on how long they 
would bit before attacking each other. 

Fel. ham is the YOI where 19 year old 
Zahid M u ha re k was beaten to death by 
a known white-supremacist cell-mate 
Robert Stewart in March 2000. 

Steve Ciillan of the Prison Officers 
Association stated thar “if there |were| 
any truth in the allegations ... we could 
not possibly defend such actions by 
prison officers," Which is good of him. 

Parole assistance 
J.ilil Muntaqim {aka Anthony Bottom 1, 
a former member of the Black Panther 
Party and Black Liberation Army was 
piled at the age of 19 as one of the 
New York Three after a shoot-out with 
San Francisco police. 

He has now been in prison for 32 
years, and has been instrumental in a 
number of campaigns for prisoners' 
rights, including pressuring the UN to 



Over the past two weeks we have 
received so many letters that wc have 
dropped our edirorial column this issue, 
because wc haie omitting things ihat 

people send in. Unfortunately soil not 

everyone's would fit. hut we will try to 
include them in future issues For those 
of you who don't want to miss out on 
anarchist debate m-between issues you 
could do better than to check out 
w ww.cn rage r. net//a rums 

Bookshop 

Tlie Freedom bookshop is usually open 
Wednesday to Saturday* t2 noun to 
6pin, with late opening until 8pm on 
Thursdays, If you're making a special 
trip it s worth vailing us on 020 7247 
9249 to check. 

Contact details 

Freedom F>r«,, 8-lb WFiftechipcI Hiyh 
Street, London l-:i 7QX 
Tel/fax: 020 7247 9249 
ww wireedumpress.org. uk 
t rufui nr s: i nfo(?| reedyn i press.org k y k 
0*py/Uttm: copyOt freedom prtv v urg.uk 
Subscription* rab^frcedumprcss^rg.uk 
* ^uhttton; c i re® free diimpress .org. uk 
henlwn Pres4 Distribution: 
di *trn#l retdomprew.u rg. u k 

Next issue 

Contributions ate wanted for future 
f reedoms, TH next issue will be- dated 
Kill June 2004 and ihr last day for 
grmng CupK hiwiU ^ Thursday 
,7 ^ ^ U(lr Sct contact detail* above fur 
wfierr to wild ynut lettendartidrt, 

M you art uiim-YU;*j m writing rcguLirJ) 
for Frrrdom we warn to hrar from yout 


LISTINGS 

Ireland 

25th to 26th June Just when you 
thought it was safe to go somewhere 
hot for your summer holiday* George 
bush comes to Ireland; Dumoland 
t astir, Co Clare (very close to Shannon 
War port, oh vcsl. Details of the protest* 
| planned at www,amhush2(l04.org 

London 

I5th to 2Ki June An Fxhibuiori of 
Resistance to BP and Big Oil. for info 
contact 07969 786770* London Rising 
Tide, do 62 Fiefdgatc Street, London 
hi If A, or see vvsswisingtideiQrg.uk 
www.loudonnsingtidc.iirg,uk or 
www, h u rn i ng pi a framer 
Kth July South London Radical History 
Group meeting: ‘Deptford Infidels', talk 
with Terr) 1 Uddle at 8pm, Use Your 
Loaf* 22? Deptford High Street* SB, 
admission is frerido nation. 

2orh July London Anarchist Forum open 
discussion on list Century Anarchism 
at rhe Aunmnmy Club ai Freedom* 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, El 
Every Wednesday the LARC Library 
Ir-irn I pm at 62 Ficfdgure Street, f f. 
Every Friday vegan cafe at Use Your 
Loaf* 227 Deptford High Street* SF.8 

Manchester 

19th June Manchester Radical Buottfdjjf 
Um Wt'tl Spin at Bridge 5 Mill, 22 A 
HtIW,ck Anwiau, Matichrliter, 

No.e that the kit aim, ftl promote and 

,lllhr 8* ! rom non {jjfewjcfcfeafc 

D1Y acfjriim and is nor a platform for 


party politics! 

i n Fo@rad tea I book fai r. org. u k 
w ww. rad ica l hot ik fia 11 , org. u k 

Scotland 

I si to 4ih July Green Anarchy in the 
UK* Gathering of the tribes at Bilston 
Cilcn Anti Bypass Protest Site* near 
Edinburgh. Contact 07747^06558 
in fo@ hi Istonglen -a hx, o rg. u k or see 
www, b 1 1 s ro ogle n-.i bs.org. uk 
23rd to 24th July The Wickernmn 
Festival, between Dundrennan and 
Auchcncairn. Spiritualized* Levellers; 
Acoustic* dance tents, children's area, 
www, thewrekerma n fest i va I ,cr>. u k 

Surrey 

16th to 18th July GuilfcM. t mu m 
OH 83 536270 info^guildford- 
livexo.uk or see www.guiljcsr.Co.uk 

International 

26th to 29th June Anti Repression 
Gathering around the Aubonnc C'ourt 
case* Geneva* to support two climber* 
whose rope was cut by police during a 
blockade against the G8 summit m 
Fvi.in fast summer. For more irilo see 
w ww a u he mi ichr i dge. n ct 
1st to 9fi ( July Animal JTorupia 
Bike tour will ndc from Vienna to The 
Nether Lin J\ with a stop-over at the 
Iowards i arfree Cities IV conference in 
fieritn. See www.tbcbikcroumnrt 
t tsi July In uli August A l amp on da 
Krssdbcrg near Lrknrr* 25km vast from 
■Uvx.inderplat/, Birlut. 1 he hi swlbcrg 


is a self-managed place m rhe woods. 
Contact by mail at A-carnp, c/o A- 
L.iiivn, Rarhenower Srr 22, DH0559 
Berlin, For info see www.acamp.tk or 
www. k esse I burg.in to 

Nationwide groups 

Anarchist Federation 

Box 2, X4h Whitechapel High Street* 

London El 7QX 

www, a fed. org.uk 

Amifa 

Box 3 d k H4b \X hirccbapcl High Street, 

London El 7QX 

www,ti nnfi .org.u k 

Class War Federation 

PC Box 46", London E8 3QX 

wwwx I assw a ruk. org 

Earth First! 

www.tarthfirst,org.uk 

Industrial Workers of the World 

ro Box "4, Brighton, BN I 4ZQ 

www, i w w.ii rg. uk 

Solidarity Fedcranon 

PO Bov 469* Preston FRJ HFX 

www,so1fed.org,uk 

For details of smaller and local groups 
see www.e11rager*net/britaut 

Social Centres 

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 
lACE) 

3 West Montgomery Flacc, I dinhurgh 
www. aufonotnottSri rrg.uk 
The Cowley C'lub 

12 Liimbm Road, Brighton BN1 4|A 

wvvw.cowlcydub.tirg.uk 

Freedom 


recognise the exigence id political 
prisoners in US [ttU m well a* ixmnftrt. 
law suns on behalf of fellow drtamnrv 
For thifi campaigning he has been icveridy 
punished by prison authoring ihitnrgh 
r ,h , dm - formal di - iptt« ilM 
niany prison fra ruder*. 

After many years of being denied the 
opportunity to attend college, Jdhl imalb 
graduated with a BS m PsychoUigy and 
a BA in Sociology in 1994. FCe would 
like to pursue hi* Masters degree, bur 
this has been forbidden by the Depart 
mem of CortecriofVh. 

His parole has repeatedly been demrd, 
despite his minimum term bang only 
25 years, but he has another parole 
hearing in July. International pressure 
has helped set free many political 
prisoners throughout the world* and 
really does wi>tk. Even tn rhe US* a 
worldwide campaign forced the retraction 
of fellow revolutionary Mumta Abu- 
Jamals death penalty. 

Please send letters requesting that 
Jaltls parole be granted (re; Parole for 
Anthony ‘JaliP Bottom. 77A-428 J) to: 
Chairman* NYS Division ot Parole* 97 
Central Avenue, Albany, NY 12206, USA. 
Foj morfi info, see www.keTsplebedeb.com/ 
mystufl/profiles/muntaqimhtml 

Action Directe 

Sadly* anorher member of the French 
anarchist urban guerrilla group Action 
Directc has recently been arrested. There 
arc still other members in fail, and 
people arc requested to write to them at 
their addresses which you can find ai 
w ww.vnragcr- net/rte wsw i re 


84b Whitechapel High Street, London 
El 7QX 

wmv. freedom press, org.uk 
Kebcle 

14 Robertson Road* Easton, Bristol 
BS5 6JY‘ 

wwvv.ke belc .org 

Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC) 

The Basement, ^8a Penny Street, 

Lancaster 

ww vs .eco -a cthan ,org/la ncaste r 
London Action Resource Centre 
(LARC) 

62 FieIdgate Street, London F:i 
ww w, I ond on I arc. org 
Occupied Social Centre 
159 Fortess Road* London NWS 
www.svombles.org. u k 
Printworks Social Centre 
58 Albion Street* Glasgow 
www.gbsgow* a utonomy.org 
The Rampart 

"a Rampan Street, London El 
SUMAC Centre 

24 ^ Gladstone Screet, Nottingham 
NG7 6HX 

w w w. veggi a-, org aik/ram how/ 

Use Sour Loaf 

227 Deptford High Street, London St S 
w w w n V | ua t. U cocm,co.uk t 
useyourioaf.html 
I ini 2 Club 

il 21 VEbion Street, Bradford. WWi 
Yorkshire, BD| JLV 
www.lmlZxtmi 
S#m Inlovhup 

5ti K rmnpron Sfrert, London SEP 
www odfervcai.org/ $t»a 
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Britain 


IN BRIEF 

ID rebellion 

A new pdl by YctuCidi ba* shown 
W4irv to ID card* ^dan m rlK ■"* 
month. CommbMoiwd by P« vac * 
Intenwtm«-fo (he poll iwafc * 1 fhlt 
despire a m*t«m> ^1%lbr^d!) 
rtipporttvc of the scheme. opposition 
(uthiwfcnca mthid^vawinKEiMWW 
c r i the *irrtT* in pw*e« If,% l>t 
mpondmih- wtoch would correspond 
t( > 2 J tniHiou people. claim tfor the* 
would take part in tivd dtMihedicnct^ 
ami 6 % [raw million I that they wou ™ 
rjrhcf pi* cn prmm then carry a card. 

Though of «* l,rw v B ffl K ihtim* like 
that and actualHy doing them are very 
different, it m cmmiragmg m rec that 
the more people learn ahuut 10 card** 
fhe l«i they like them 

Nuclear weapons breaks 
Mx people bn-4c into for Ahum Weapon* 
F*tahh*hmcrtr i AW FI at Burghs eld, 

West Berkshire, and beKan diitnhimng 
anti war feaflett, The foe women and 
one (Thin from Norwich, I red*. London 
jiid I.needier were hinding out legal 
mtormarmn ro ataff informing them ul 
their rtghr, under the Geneva ( onvmmm, 
fry frhm' to carry dpt order* which are 
illegal Thev were *11 armred by Muuren 
bi Defence police. 

Bashing the fash 

Afro ill I m cjt\hinf T activist from for 
Sohdjrin Federation and fhr Unci 
S rrr , Wnnuk h j i c been p**fitt£ 

up anti BNP poster*. with rhe text “W*JJ 
yuo he supporting England this summer? 

I he BNP won’t? During the last wtirU 
nip, she BNP called for Jopponert to 
back Denmark as there were an alb 
white team They claimed that this 
made them a better side than the multi¬ 
racial England squad. Denmark 0 - 
England L" 

A large ‘Vote BNP' banner hung 
Annually on a local factory was defaced 
with red and Mick paint bombs, and a 
BNP canvasser had their party 
propaganda drsirrocd. 

In Barnsley a planned BNP march on 
in asylum seeker detention centre met 
with stiff opposition. Local .um fascists 
attacked three fascist* a> they lets the 
buv station, leaving their hard -nut 
master-rave image m tatters, loiter the 
inarch fiad to he called oft a* loO many 
police were needed to protect the tiny 
BNP de mon vt ra t it m . 

Lancashire Solidarity Fetferatton 
If ceseiy e com/ Uncash ireSF/j ndfla.jtuml 
Anuta ivww.anlito CMg.uk 

Lyncal Terror 

The guitarist m a rock tribute act wa> 
dm from cd by Special Branch as a terror 
suspect bst month after accidentally 
vending a text message to the wrong 
person. I he text contained lyrics from 
the anarchist rockers the (dash: 

“Tommy Cult? Okay - so lets agree 
about rhe price and make it one fet 
atfonrr for ten priwmm " 

Police were reportedly “a little 
embarrassed." 

Police van blown up 

A police van was destroyed last week in 
a former pit village m Yorkshire by kids 
wuh a firework. An Inspector claimed 
that police did nor yet know exactly 
what Mirt of file work it was, “but it 
was a biggie." 

After what for police did ro the miners 
and their families, it's hard to led sorry 
for them. 


The poverty of pensions 

Rov Emery takes a look at the UK pensions scheme 
2 Sowing rebellion again,, meagre payouts 


m M *\re petBnmcre ire organising and 
M demonstrating ro demand a hitet 

ITI .hate of the economic sake, having 

had enough of pas**velv accepting the 
pittance allowed by the *taw. ln a 
. supposed world of choice the choice tor 
rmnv of rhe rWerly i* between cswnnak 
and ihat 1 * no choice at all People endure 
the dad* anxicrv of evisitng on meagre 
income* and suffer the inevitable health 
problems associated wuh ihi* deprro»brai 
The Vlderfy\ ‘senior eiri*rm\ 'retired' 
of future* wire an important economic 
factor tn wicirn simply because there 
are mure of wx, By u is estimated 

thrre will be more pensioners than 
children Potentially this ‘grey pound’ 
offers nch pickings for investment limd 
managers and with the i pa perl growth 
in house prices «nnc older people appear 
to have money to spare for investment 
on the advice of ubiquitous 'hit.inciaJ 
adviser*’. 

T hat millions do not have funds tied 
up in property is (KtauwiiifJy referred 
eo amid connJetlbJr media tut-tutting 

over the poverty m,inv old folk suffer, 
after lives spent working and producing 
wealth for the elite to c<4ov. Norhmg is 
done to alleviate this is u is alleged 
“there isn’t enough monev” to increase 
pensions lo a point where they might 
be wmxfactory, nor is there likely to Ik* 
a move to link the old-age pension to 
the average wage, as it uved to be: 

According to the Xorthc-aNt Pcuvioners 
Ax^iatum, H Thr H~4 Lahoor govern- 
men* noted that the State Retirement 
Pension had declined m value relative 
to worker* wages to such an extent that 
over two million pensioner* were in 
receipt nf meam-tested bcneftts. Barbara 
Casttv* as the Social Security Minister, 
gave pensioners a 26'X oicreose in the 
State Retirement Pension to restore it* 
relative value, and in order that it 
maintained This relativity, published a 
link w nh average earning*. Under this 


.ur.inficmcnt the Suw RcnrtmgfW 
IVMWfi wjs mtfwwj 

, n |,nc w.tlt the mt m nvcf-iRf Mmitifi, 
ot* line with ih* Krt#’ 1 rr.« Index, 

whichever 

-Who brttke the Link? to 1980 ^ 
ncw\y elected Tory government siarted 
iu implement a long term strategy to 
cut existing stare pemums cm a sohly- 
sotth Basis and in that year broke the 
huk with average earnmgv which had 
the effect *4 putting the State Retirement 
Pension m terminal decline. w 

Hie emphasis from ‘New* Ubmir T as 
from the Tones, bon ‘private initiative’, 
‘individual responsibility*; current povt-m 
1S being something to he endured with 
forbearing m the mterevic of the general 
gotid* i 4 ., to maintain the unremitting 
exploitation of rhe many by the fetv. It 
seems that things will get better onlv 
with further sacrifice on the part of thr 
poor You've heard the propaganda: for 
politicians to ,‘id now would be to 
tfesrabibse the successful fighr against 
milfttlan, we rnusr be pattern, and so 
m Accepting this means we'll wait for 
ever for realistic improvement as 
conditions within capitalism are never 
right tor social justice to apply. Tony 
Blair reluctantly agreed to come state 
protection lor pensions only because 
this ardent control freak was caught 
nut by the Tories as not being in control 
of the argument. 

Continuing age-related poverty and 
the threat of the future pensions Time 
bomb 1 is used through the media to 
frighten people into gambling more of 
their income m private pensions, in 
effect joining by proxy ihe plavm in 
rhe stock exchange casino. The pensions 
industry is supposedly regulated hut as 
we have observed and more recently 
with pensions' and investment company 
■;andak, security in relation To the 


inanec indtistry i, an illuamn 

TO.>• Vi., i n. i.il Vf*rv 





ostensibly set up to ensure the bad guys 
in the finance industry were winnowed 
our but with pensions as with the 'mis* 
selling’ of mortgages and split-capital 
mist investments (managers buying shares 
in each others' companies and taking 
f it fees, while informing punters that 
rhis paper scam would ensure financial 
growth) rhvs watchdog bares its rotting 
teeth, and unsurprisingly, things c.irrv 
on much as bclorc. 

Now pension fund managers are to 
gamble m Titian cut 'dcovatnrtt* which, 
“are so nxkv they are only available to 
‘mHimitimral and expert investors”' 

I Private Eye, no. 1104). These were the 
very expt'm hauled before a government 
committee m March because. w they didn't 
know their arvcc I rum thru elbows’" 
fibid} and much needed training was 
moored. Very reassuring for thmc misting 


incomes tt* these incompetent gamblers. 

It's 4 venerable idea but it remains 
valid - there can Ik no real security within 
this system: even the rich worry about 
losing it all There is no comradiction, 
nr utupianism, in struggling tot better 
conditions in the present xvhdst 
recognising the need to build a secure 
future for all beyond the dismal 
limitations of capitalism. No one social 
group in society can force this change 
to completion, the elderly need ro use 
their experience in the struggle* of the 
young and vice versa, Wc all need to 
get involved and organise to rake direct 
control, to break down barriers ut 
isolation. Moving forwaretto a free 
future depends on it. 

Inside every older person is J younger 
person - w under mg what the hell 
I happened. 


Caterpillar closed 


O n Friday 21st Mas twelve people 
from Why Don't you? la non- 
hierarducaL 1 yneside-based, non 
violent direct action colJcaivet and the 
Palestine Sulidanfy TampJtgn stormed 
the Caterpillar Factory in County 
Durham to demand if end its support 
for the Israeli army. 

Some blockaded foe entrance to the 
Prteflccm works while other* entered 
The plant and lowered the companyY 
flag and a US flag to hall-mast. Others 
climbed on several nl the firm's bull dozen, 
and chained thcm«lves to the main 
gates while the workers were leafleted. 

Since the beginning of the intifada, in 
September at 2000, the Israeli military has 
dcvrrnycJ over than T00U J'atcvtinian 
homes, offices, buildings and other 
civilian structures including the dcutructiou 
of more than UK),000 olive trees, which 
are for mam source u# income fur many 


Palestinians- Most of this destruction is 
carried oui w-uh Caterpillar's giant l)^ 
Bui I do/e rs — the umc model wBilK 
lamousls killed Bririvh woman Rachel 
torne, 

A statement released By Caterpillar 
Inc. stated ihat thev "share the worlds 
concern over the unrest in foe middle 
ca*t and certainly have compassion tor 
all those allenJcd. However ... |tbey| 
have neither the legal right or means to 
police individual use of equipment," 

A cynic could suggest that it would 
hv easy to prevent ihetr machines being 
used m break international law and 
flatten civilian homes purely by refusing 
ro sell them to customers w ho persisted 
m using them to dettroy and kill But of 
course ih.it wouldn’t Be good lor 
profits ,, 

11714)1 whydontyo uiFpastxom or wnte to P0 
Bo* ITA Nowcas Mr KE99 1 IA 


Adecco exploits 

A decco, the biggest recruitment agrncy 
company m the 'Western world, has 
revealed a 26 % rise in net profit 
L2D* uulhon over the List year, sending 
qs xnxk soaring. 

1 he agency employs 3\QtiQ temps 
umo Britain, and charges csvmpames 
Iservvceu It) and 25% commission for 
supplying them - more at short notice. 
Effectively thi* acts as a parasitic tax, as 
rhe agency’s only function is to provide 
a central vpace for companies to request 
workers. 

Most temp worker# don’t get health 
insurance, paid vacation* or a pension 
plan. Thev don't get paid for illness, 
and they arc asked to sign exemptions 
from the working rime directive As 
vompames ate icquircd to pay there 
benefits I or ptrraaneni star* tuimpmmg 
an extra 30% on top of normal wages 
m must cares), they therrton? find it i* 


often cheaper to hire temp staff despite 
a reipcrhdally Higher outlay. A* a result, 
they pay fewer permanent staff, thus 
putting more people out of wtjrk .md 
undermining worker’* ughlv Flfecttvely 
then, companies such as Adecco arc not 
only profiling from the exploitation of 
labour without contributing anything to 
tiie national product, tho ate also 
weakening the bargaining power *»t 
permanent vvxirkefs. 
j There are l A mi II ton registered 
1 temps in But am out of 24 million 
1 worker#, the highesv number »n Europe, 
yet Britain had the lowest remp worker 
redundancy pavnietu in Europe last 
year, nist £ 5 , 12 H tor ten years rerviv*. 

Adecco currently lave# das* ocnon 
lawsuits (or v mb turns of the mainim 
law*, jltei thev midrd the markets on 
ihi-ii probtaNhtv over the 2)HK T 2004 
period. 
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Bringing back the factories 


Two and a half years after the insurrection, Argentinian anarchists 
talk about their experience of workplace occupations 



The Zanon Ceramics works was one of the first factories brought under workers" control 


I n spirt of the violent eviction and 
lost battle* rfic Brute nun Mill lias 
become a global symbol of the 
resisranee at the recuperated 
(worker-reclaimed) factories in 
Argentina- But, what arc the 
lessons of rfic Argentina's self- 
managed workplaces. 1 Between eight 
and ren thousand inks have been saved 
by the workers of recuperated eomp*imes 
who are now working dirccrly for their 
own benefit, after the Financial crisis 
caused rhe owners to abandon them - 
m almost all cases working fat shorrer 
hours for more pay than before. 

The occupations are one the most 
important social experiences of the 
papular revolt which exploded on the 
19th and 20th December 2001 which 
bmught down several governments and 
saw' huge numbers of people using 
direct democracy and sdTorganisation 
in almost all areas of life. 

The movement vs far from homogen 
ecus, with many different viewpoints 
and ideas wtrhm it. A political agenda 
is emerging, and the movement is 
beginning to make institutional 
demands. 

While the national government has 
announced a slight economic improve¬ 
ment, Argentina continues to suffer 
with 21% unemployment, and with 21 
million people Jiving under the poverty 
lute nad almost 3 0 million in a state of 
abject poverty. Over 70% of households 
snll have real wages of only 54% of 
their level in 1975. 

This is the result of a process of 
impoverishment. unemployment and 
huge sell-off of public holdings which 
began during the dictatorship of 1976. 

This required the extermination of a 
generation of militants and labour 
activists, and the ongoing economic 
'liberalisation' still necessitates the 


harsh repression of dissent. The union 
bureaucracy has also played a key rolr 
in dampening rhe resistance of workers, 
However, beginning with rhe 
formation of rhe first organisations of 
unemployed workers - the 'piquetcros 1 . 
or ‘pickcrrrs' - and with the seizure id 
some factories by rheir staff m the tarrer 
half of rhe ’90s, the working class had 
begun again ro look for answers. 

Strong support for the worker-run 
businesses from the other bodies of 
working-class organisation, the popular 
assemblies, piquctero organisations, 
student groups and rank-and-file trade 
unionises is evidence of the strong sense 
of class solidarity. 

Left-wing political parties have cried 
to shift the movement away from direct 
action to making demands on the State. 
They are asking the government to 
effectively step in and fund the seW- 
inanagcd firms by paying wages and 
subsidising products, and formally 
recognise rhe occupations as legal 
We argue that it is naive to think that 
the capitalist State will begin to fund 
the co-operative factories because 
workers* control is not a capitalist 
solution - but it can be used to build 
working-class power. Also of course 
seeing as the State caused the problems 
m the first place they are not the ones 
to come up with a solution. 1 

On rhe other hand, co-operauvism 
does not provide a real, lasting solution 
to the people’s problems* It is incapable 
ol providing an answer which would 
benefit all workers, since at no rime 
does ir question the fundamental 
relations of capitalist production. And a 
network of co- opera lives cannot create 
a rival system to capitalism ^ it would 
either be subsumed into it or die out. 

fhe political wing of the movement 
of recuperated businesses presented 


candidates for various lists and parries 
m the elections of last August and 
September* 

The National Movement of Recuperated 
Businesses (MNETl) presented candidates 
lor the Social Pole, and in Buenos Aires 
through rhe Parry of the Democratic 
Revolution, a group thar supports the 
president, Kirchuec Celia Martinez* a 
worker in the Brukman factory, stood 
as a candidate for deputy with the 
Socialist Workers' Parry and her co- 
worker Juan Carlos Ragghini, as 
candidate for the Labour Party, In 
Avdiiiiieda. the MMER lawyer Luis 
Caro stood as a candidate for Akin 
Rico fright Pcronismi. 

The MNER and the small group 
aligned with leftist parties are separated 
by differences regarding the mechanism 
of self-management. The former 
encourages the formation of co¬ 
operatives and the use of surpluses to 
generate greater production. The Larter 


seeks lk Stare intervention in the 
factories under workers’ control” and 
for surpluses ro be used "Tor the benefit 
of the community*™ 

Apart from all this, the workers are 
genuinely revolutionising how they 
work, and are eliminating the 
hierarchies m most factories and 
installing systems of equal distribution 
of income. 

Anarchists have been organically 
absent from this process. It could not 
be otherwise: our social influence is 
minimal and is restricted to specific, 
smaller aretes - m the case of the OSL 
(Libertarian Socialist Organisation] - 
Argentina, to the Unemployed Workers 
Movement Anibal Verun, the human 
right* movement standing up to the 
rr'ggcr-happy policies of the police, rhe 
teachers* associations in the province id 
Buenos Aires and the couriers* union 

SLMeCi. 

The OSL has maintained good 


relationships with the workers of the 
occupied Ghdeo factory in Buenos 
Aires, where u has assisted the 
reactivation of the machinery, and more 
recentU with staff at a candle factors m 
Monte Grande on the outskirts of 
Buenos Aires who hove been soring up 
a new workshop* 

The idea of workers' man agetnem of 
production and society imphes the only 
power in a revolutionary society h in 
the organisations of the working class. 

I hi% workers' management should be 
understood as the abolition of alt 
power exercised by a minority, the 
abolition of capitalist power and of all 
manifestations of ihc State* The 
workers must not only take on the 
management of fields* factories, and 
workshops hut all aspects of society. 

By tne QSl- Argentina. translated by the 
Mutual Aid libertarian Network iRlAMf Spam 
edited by Rod Hay and Alex Allison 


US repression 


Msrri* redrafted 

Mechanisms are being pur m place to 
r.teaf away the youth of America, The 
phn? To create an army of brainwashed, 
iMibscrvicru uMirn to %fn m HcntiutJs 
war and keep the majority ol the human 
population in a prison they cannot set or 
w|J or touch. A prison.,. for their minds. 

Thr drmy will he created in mg two 
v /xaM known ,n SH9 and HR U I - draft 
bdh quietly being put through rhe IJS 
parliament fhe.se shall become law in 
ZUfiS and effectively remrr the draft 
auos* Arne/it4. 

Unlike m fbt ’60s there will fn- tnt 
euapr this lime aur/w rhr bordef, llutikv 
ro 4iurvtw t>H lifted with Canada in 
2WI to avoid botdrr skipping. 


Uu' army will he created for ’fighting 
temir’ and maintaining homeland security, 
providing an excuse to hnng a mechanised 
army down across the world while most 
Americans tie quietly m .m elecrrcmie 
fantasy fund of their own imagination. 

08 police - licensed to kdl 

To combat rJrc pnysihiluy id protests at 
| the Cj.S conference m Georgia Liter this 
W' ^ Knvernnr has declared a state 

ol emergency, With a coolness reruuiiMjcm 
of Janies flood hinryell, the plucky leader 

has vnsjM tiiied ihr first ... 

giving police a khnnt m kill order if 
ilungv get our of hand. Would yon hke 
> Martini witJi ih.tr over fraction sir, 
vhnkrn not ciirretD 


Kids - just say no! 


laxoSmiihKlme (GSKV, rhe multi- 
national drugs Cartel* was summoned 
to court liisr week over us possible 
selloig Ol highly dangerous uppers ro 
young children m the street* of New 
York. 

Klioi Spuzer, New York's attorney 
general, has brought the case after the 
deaths of several youngsters were linked 
tip Taxil a GSk monopoly- Me is 
seeking to recover millions in profits 
made since 198ft, as well as datuagev, 

Taxd - known as Serosal in Britain - 
** m an Antidepressant lngh‘ to 
kufs. and distiiliuted by uosiiupidous 
O jis’ to doctors who may In ignorant 
oJ i|s effect!!, 

According rti Joe Baker, Hpfrwr'i 


head id healthcare eases, m tin Times 
Usr «■*. “We Hunk ,t i*«we „i ^ en 
llit studies were not disseminated widdv 
to physicians,** 

Studies allegedly suppressed bv GSR 
showed that in some test groups 
depressed Mukhin were rendered 
ni.culal after taking ihc drug* and m .,i 

l(. . < *M tb( plftcebo 4 dummy 

drug used to rule out data corruption 
funn patients, imagining a positive 
el feu - peffctrmcd he tier 

The drug peddlers an alleged to have 
ilonr five tesls on children and teens, 
bin only one ol than was properly 
conducted, and that show* mixed 
results, 

\ GSh ‘ptikespiisoh Mid \W have 



acted responsibly m condirctingclimcal 
st lulirr m paediaitK patients and thr 
dissemination of the results We would 
'»trough disagree with any mggvsnort 
that we have done otherwise." 

t <sk males $55 irnlhon a yvai 
pushing Taxi! to kids ift the i ! !k whs^ 
lake 2. 1 million ptIU oumaMv li »* 
thonghi that n the Artotiiev Getjcialy 
s.ise siKvtvsh other Uwnurt* will R4low 
Presumably M u *\ provett in siunt rlut 
t pSk lias know High sokl driigennic dmgc 
to young children osei a sis imuuh 
pi Mi hi, making millions to* I sin all 
si i ado ivy group ol powntvil lix 

four* wdl extend ns ’\Wi on Oi'iqjs 1 
tpNk tifftnu tUniw Wi stvnt ksiiofc 1 

Ifot H*» 
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Feature 

Social control? 

Is social work an egalitarian service, or is it a soft police force? 
Steve McKee investigates 



S ocial workers have been 
criticised from mam 
quarrel m recent yean. 

The right wing tabloids ice 
them i> rhe civil servant* of 
pohnc.il correctness and the 
loom left*; and when they' 
ate m being criticised lor nut acting 
,Jn:iiin«b in I A* fbar of Victoria 

Cltntbie. they are criticised for being 
mt> heavy handed, a a in the Orkney 
child abuse allegations. My criticism, 
though, is that the profession is 
imtitunutully diseui powering, and, 
more hinditnemally, ha* a social 
evwnml function. 

There arc, if must hr said from rhe 
wart, many individual social workers 
wub i Tidw! outlook, who stand up 
tor what they believe m. These are. 
sadly* ihr atepbun, .ind the Fact that 

tftr; uenJfostjnd fi rm against 

inffifutunul' pressures it evidence in 
itself ol social work's imperatives. My 
anabrn n of the mlc that social work 
Jtf an institution plays; ir is a critique of 
the general effect ot social work 
MtervcmiQfu rather than a blanket 
tWemiunun of all social workers. 

First of all A\k the question wbat n 
social work? Then ask who provides it, 
and why? It is, like education, an .inn 
u| the state. And, like education, it 
claims To have an egalitarian purpose. 

But it exists to maintain approved 
axial values, and to keep down those 
who need to be kept down. Social work 
comes with us own iargon, some of 
winch seems designed only to ensure 
knowledge remains with the professionals. 
Some - like the term ‘client’ - is 
explained as being ann-dtscriminatpry, 
but could be seen as an attempt to 
distract. These ‘clients’ are receiving a 
‘service’, rather than a programme of 
social control 

Hie rule of social work, we are told, 
is to meet the needs of various 'care 
groups', whether that hr people with 
disabilities* older people, or people with 
addiaiom. And it is uruml} true that 
rhere Jtr provisions made for those 
groups. Wc might ask whether ft is the 
tight provision And if needs are mu 
fully met, then we are asked to believe 
the 1 %-uil* tv one of resource allocation, 
h dm credible? These issues ate 
important, but they distract from the 
core point. 

ibe core point - perhaps as ever - is 
class. We need only look at the 
'problems' social work H’es as 
dealing with to spot tb.it there it a social 
control fimcttrm; a class dependtni 
Junction Hilary Searing, a practicing 
sixial worker who wittrs the Barefoot 
Social Worker website, says, “Mure is 
dearly a fink between social work 
intervention and the policing of the so- 
called 'underclass', f hr gulf herwren 
ttinfdlr <lavs social WQfkrrv and Working 
cl.no, diems has never been wide*," 


Searing ic j -social worker with a radical 
I out look. What's more, her critique 
deserves artemmn precisely because it 
comes from Wfthm the profession, 

Wh.tr dues she mean by 'the policing 
vU the underclass*/ Part ul the answer 
has n> do with sixiat norm*. Some 
behaviours are seen as 'normal' wifbm 
one group of society, but may be seen 
as 'deviant' bv .mother, A well known 
example is rhe study in which white 
middle daw psychiatrists interpreted 
raucous dommo playing by Afro- 
Caribbeatt men as indicating psychological 
problems. They didn't know - or 
seemingly care - that this was perfectly 
normal for that culture. The dominant 
Culture had assumed that its own values 

- m this case playing dominoes quietly 

- were normal, and that any variation 
from that constituted 'insanity*. 

In many Ways rhai is wbat social 
work docs: it tries to ‘mend* behaviours 
that may not actually need mending. 
IVrhapv they are only different to the 
valuev of the predominantly middle 
class social workers, And the behaviour 
in quesimn may well foe a rational 
response to the circumstances individuals 
find theimelm in. 

Take, tor an example, one of the most 
heinous crimes in the si via I work lexicon; 
a ‘dumb who doesn't turn up to appoint 
meats. Ibis can get the client I a be lied 
as uncooperative, unreliable, apathetic, 
and even disruptive. But what about the 
client's perspective? Maybe their 
experience has been that the appointments 
aren't worthwhile Maybe they fmd that 
rhe social worker doevn’t understand 
their problems, and instead reinterprets 
rhr issues wirh the client being at least 
partly at fault Maybe the social worker 
‘rake* over' and leaves the client lading 
they have no control m the relationship, 
i hat the social worker will do what hr 
or she dunks best anyway. In those 
circumstances - maybe reinforced by 
years of experience - why is rhe diem's 
presence needed . 3 Wbv he a passive 
recipient of a service you’d rather not 
have' And what if you’ve tried explain¬ 
ing tbaL and haven't l*ecn understood 
or listened To? What if ever)' attempt to 
JcLiv or cancel an appointment it met 
bv officious disbelief, or wen is another 
example of ’imrcfojhihrv'? Well, then 
maybe you won't even bother giving 
your apologies. 

This raises the issm of 'i munition oJisa 
tion'. Normally applied to inmates (nr, 
as they’d have us believe, 'patients') of 
asylums (or ‘hospitals’), this might at 
brst not M*em applicable to people not 
detained in a physical asylum, Hut that 
e* fo miss the point, an institution, m 
that sense, can be a place wjmrc many 
people an detained, or u might be a 
one bed room Hat. h depends cm the 
condirjniiB m which the person is living. 

It you art ,i person with learning 
disihilim-. .uul yquf .suppnrr staff are 


deciding vour bedtime, your meal tunes 
what sour iucjjs will be, how you 
should budget vour benefit^ then your 
emv-bedroom flat is an institution. 

^imtiirly, even if you live independently, 
you can still be mstrtutianalLsed. Thu 
happens when you become somebodv 
cbcV workload. Von become a ‘case’; 
you have the power to make certain 
decisions - maybe all - removed. 
(Although, of course, this will never be 
admitted: you arc a willing pameipani 
m ihc decision-making processes.) And 
ot course social work IS underpinned by 
leg us I,Hi un and regulations which can 
give other people the power to do 
things to you 'in your best interests’, 
even against your will. Rut who decides 
what is in your best interests? Well, not 
you; ihc social work department will 
decide that. 

Ir became the received wisdom siime 

years ago that institutions didn’t solve 
anything, that they merely perpetuated 
the problems, So institutions were 
closed down, and we caw -Care in the 
Community' introduced. This was sold 
in the language of inclusion. And if it 
did wbat st said it’d do. rhen it would 
be a good thing. But what it really 
meant was tact nf c*:ri\ and people Still 
nor being part of r/,«, < timmunity. Social 
work became part of that process. And 
whit was missed was that social w r ork 
was itself .in institution, and was 
institutionalising clients. Ir was 
disenipowering people, and (caching 
them passivity. It wav reinforcing 
already low self-esteem, and sipping 
I tom people the will to act- 
Of course pan of the issue is the wav 
social work is organised. Again Hilary 
Scaring sees the root of the problems: 
■’What is needed is a shift in values, 
away From the more authoritarian, 
controlling social work that is practiced 
today towards a soual work ihat is truly 
liberating amt empowering." But u is 
not |ust the client w ho is disempowered; 
the social worker is also disempowcrcd 
Unless they are designated a t ire 
Manager* they have little ot no budgetary 
discretion. And even where they do, 
these are often within strict boundaries, 
and subject to management veto. Your 
professional judgment about a client's 
needs will count lor little if your 
manager doesn't share your spending 
priorities. This can, of course, also be a 
convenient get-out It isn’t my decision, 
its my managers’. 

Similarly pushing against institutional 
imperatives can’t he easy. You'd soon 
get exhausted if you had to Jo n all the 
time. And 1 1 q singled you out as a 
r rouble maker' or made you ft el your 
fob security wav in question, you mighi 
not think rr worth the effort. So you 
either become Jemma lived, or you buy 
into ihe mstiiuttanaf!) approved 
dogma \n amlmntarnm, tmi uitlma I 
institution is h.itdlv going to pmviJr a 


liberating and empowering service. 

One ol tin- amai.mg coincidences of 
social work assessments is the way 
needs arc met. Your needs are often 
assessed as requiring to be met by the 
service* rhal happen to be on offer. 
People tend to be fitted to the services 
that exist, rather than services being 
tailored to the individual needs. And it 
is sometime* the case that, for example, 
ihe hours of support i person is assessed 
as needing will very much depend on 
how many hours the budget will stretch 
to V few ‘unmet need' hours can he 
useful in inter-departmental budget 
wars, bui too many wouldn't do at all, 
rhat might stan to look like social 
work is powerless. to help. And tt can’t 
admit that It can be 'under funded', 
but it can't be irrelevant. 

I ike mam seemingly liberal feature* 
in capitalist society, social work hides 
nor only paternalism, but a social 
engineering, some might say cugcnictsi, 
tendency, There are people who arc m 
have ‘4 problem , They ‘need i tea (merit*. 
We have no difficulty in identifying this 
trend m societies we disapprove of: the 
Soviet treatment ol dissident* as 
’insane*; the Catholic Church's liieral 
damnation - maybe lakitig live hum of 
Inquisition - ol people with views u 
dt sap proves ot. When wc .ire closer tf' 
the problem, though, it w soincnrues 
harder tn iwe U out well meaning 
social work service rciill) |i*M 4 more 


subtle mechanism tor maintaining 
social conformity? 

Well, l don't mean to propose a 
systematic and folly conscious conspiracy. 

It is partly that by usurping natural 
solidarity and mutual aid amongst 
humans that government distorts them 
into relationships suited to vertical 
rather than hunmm.il structures. And 
it t*i partly that an inequality ol power - 
whether that IS access to resources* 
access to knowledge,or access to 
coercive instruments such as legislation 
- leads to m imbalance in freedoms, 
These are not wholly cunscioav 
mechanisms* but .ire die by-product 
(though often desired by-prodnet) of an 
unquestioning acceptance of the need 
fur autbonn and hierarchy* 

But 'deviance' like the lack ol desire 
to try to find work m a third grncr .itiem 
long term unemployed person is 
ummelhgibk* to those convinced nf the 
wurk-eihic or the ability of capitaliim 
to provide for all People without the 
will to ftml work nerd help to we things 
’correctly' Social wotk ts therefore a 
form of aurhimt), of cix-rciorq ford b> 
the suer, f hat many of the 'pruhLnW 
ii tries to fix are symptoms of the vets 
system it is upholding is something n w 
mslit utinnallv imwillmg or unable to 
see. 

Stev* McXee 

The Hmetoot Snaal Wuikoi «eb*up nunuiunud 
in th« unt b al wxw.iflibcuJ cv( uk hatefixjl 
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Nuff respec 

t t hmk the R F.SPECT coiUmm, ami the 


van urn other moves ^ h jrf11 1*^ 
alternative* to *dctetvt more 
l hough* fo* coverage thin the puerile 
commenurv in the Li>f freedom f^ th 
Mjv 20041, Wh.it makes RESPECT 
rigpifkanr is the very f Jct ^ t" c 
mvofremsfit' ol substantial nuntbif* n 
Vf} img Mudimt in firm-faith baseil jnri 
impmalift politic*. If few to he 
ennteded oho l think rh.u George 
GtfJInwdf bus played 4 principled rule 

m JrvefopinR solidarity w ifh Ir.uj and 
with the hlonitun irrusgfe. Re idling 
rhr *ntr\ tit Galloway viiiung Saddam 
(artd mis-fcpfeseririiig what he vanH n 
hardly likely fti givr u* the car of those 
w ho acknowledge char hr* gone our on 
a Jtnth over these issue* - porricufarfy 
K»vrn the dear attempts to %mrjr him 
(a* rhev artempred wirh Scared!) hv the 
ifjfe. A proper critique of RESPECT 
oiighr to focus on rhr sjtnfr-iemmrft of 
rhr SWF. who will seek to pull the plug 
un fhr coalman 1 / it doecii deliver 
immediate gains, md for Usi that 
RESPECT is focused entirely j round 
electoral ism - ti has developed J* re* 
no real community have at all ~ and so 
i» faced with the classic contra diction 
which befall* eirry left wing eJecttiralilt 
protect that it has a programme of 
undeniably attractive reforms but no 
rx era-parliamentary social weight 
rhrough which it might deliver them 
Tlie fact that RESPECT has no 
reputation m practice within working 
clues commumnev doesn't though 
ptcduik some ul the forces within the 
coaVmcm Icammft the of 

electorahsm and seeking to develop a 
different-direct action based practice. 

As Asad Rchnun, Galloway's political 
assistant, acknowledges, even if the 
SWF pull out '‘such a process itself will 
leave the Muslim community tn its 
larger sense ‘more politically aware’." 
RESPECT Jtev represent* as ftchrrun 
claims, at least the beginning of a 
coherent disco urn* betvvern the left and 
the Muslim community and w* should 
nor shut ourselves out of that discourse 
by offering nothing other than mockery 
ro its most venous proponents, 

RESPECT m one sense represents a 
considerable advance on the effort* of the 
Independent Working Class Association 
* J grouping more favourably coniidered 
by some anarchists. The IWCA has done 
.1 lot of good credible work m working 
class oamimmitio W resturr the nrputanon 
of autonomous working class politics 
alter years of neglect from the left It 
bav n coherent, well argued programme 
and a body of respected activist*. If you 
read us website though, you’d think the 
second Gulf year never happened. The 
fWCA appear* to have abandoned the 
lesson learned and hard foughr by its 
Red Action founders - that a coherent 
working das* politics has to have an 
antt.tmpemJjsi dimension The IWCA 
behaves as if international issues are oi 
no concern to rhe working days - but 
even on the level of basic economics 
this make* no seme. New Labour wrote 
itself a blank cheque to finance its Iraq 


adventure - ik cost over £b billion to 
date. The c«* will be |»fd bv the 
working da« - in tut* » *hooK the 
NHS, burning, etc II wc don't make 
that connection we build ,1 working 
cb** politics which behaves as if »< 
doesn't have to ever ccmnilcr which 
side its on in capital'* wars, even w hile 
our class pay the price I nr them. 

RESPECT has made none of the 
positive advances the 1WCA has - they 
haven’t done the groundwork - they 
haven't addressed issue* of working 
das* unit) 1 , the need for a fOCiiiJut 
puli tics tooted in das* issues, not fu*t 
liberal rhetoric about equality and 
Hi-,rtee. If 1 * though frill the C4*e ihai 
RESPECT hay an audience with some 
left looking Muslim activists, and it 
doeva* Galloway date*, represent a 
serious effort to take the momentum of 
the atltt-war movement forward to an 
electoral challenge to New i-ahour, ft 
will probably fail, but if and when u 
does we need to have more than sarcasm 
to offer to those involved, and more 
than a fin-election rhetoric fo offer to 
IWC A activists - w ho will be right to 
point our that the working das* audience 
for null taut direct .tenon will continue 
to diminish w* long a* those within the 
anarchist movement who believe ir> 
working da** autonomy carry on with 
business as usual and maintain an isolation 
in practice from working class communi¬ 
ties that makes a mm sense of the pro- 
working class politics we espouse. 

Paul Maguire 


Good moaning 


Quiz answers 

1 I Infer Okry iwivr got cfo**, m Munich 
•nd Nuremberg, but both attempt* writ 
sadly fmlrd 

2. Attardiuti, of ciitjft*, and afoj Slovene 
rjiioiuIiub. 

1 From (optic Srrm. near the Knufo 
Mttwwn, where nnr <ff hi founder t had a 
bookshop 
4. f'adiimrm 


Donald Rnoum is contuiumisly anempTing 
to get anarchists to support CM crops. 
He states he hopes rhi* "correspondence 
may have encouraged a few to think." I 
would suggest that Donald s letters will 
reinforce the opinions of those anarchists 
who are anu-GM Alter all, Donald (like 
rhe biotech companies} has boiled A 
complex sricio-economic and ecological 
issue into one of 'safety', skilfully 
avoiding any issue which may paint 
CM m a bad light. And even on this 
issue he fails to convince. 

He claims my "mistaken belief" that 
the tests were invalid comes via Michael 
Mcacher Vet Nature magazine reported 
the same fact, namely that ^positive 
results for a third crop ... have been 
called mm doubt as the weedkiller used 
on most of the conventional plants is to 
be phased out* (23rd October 2003, 
page - 51). And whar of rhe "four 
different regimes" Donald talk* of? 
Looking at the article from Nature he 
cites, I find it full of conditional state¬ 
ments. Thus the ban of ma rin e is Mikelv 
to reduce" the fmarginal) potiovr benefits 
of CjM matze. This is based on some 
speculative analysis, assuming the 
"probable replacement*" for the Ttiazme 
pesticides a* well m the conventional 
management technique* which will 
"probably" be used. Not to forget that 
"tentative approximation" used for 
rtOn-GM crops was "the mean of the 
pooled categories," which included 
those which used (he soon to be banned 
pesticide post-emergence Based on this, 
the author* (two of w hom declared a 
"competing finunoal interest * nf being 
paid by a biotech corporation) state 
that "‘it* this "pooled category” was 
"representative" and " 1 P iht GM mips 
are managed rhe same, then u GM 
crop* are snJI marginally better than 
non-GM bur by 4 reduced amount, 

5u Donald is asking m* to use rhe 
plane is ecology >tu laboratory for a 
technology whose long term impact 11 
unknown Ji;i*rd jn flitfldc which i* footed 
m specula lion and assumptions. Not to 


mention the original test which had only 
J -few site*" |fetur!) that used non- 
triiume pesticides. Suffice to say, this is 
hardly convincing However, all rh.. 1* 
moot anyway. The biotech company 10 
questnm ha* withdrawn the approved 
trop* complaining that any buyer wi 
have loww the crop under rhr same 
condition* a\ it was tested, h Donald 
rcalls asking us rn vupporl the 
introduction »f a crop which will be 
grown m different condition* from fhe 
rest which, he claims, proves ir* safety. 
A* 1 vaid, this 1* extremely bad science. 

lain McKiy 

Lib parenting 

Diego Garcia went* to think I was trying 
(«i tell him how to bnng up hi* children, 

J don't remember doing any such thing, 
f do remember writing an article on 
libertarian parenthood, though. I don’t 
remember saying anyone who disagreed 
with rhe article wav .1 'had parent'. Or 
rhat my way ivas the only way to be a 
■good parent’, far less the only way 10 
be a libertarian parent. 

Diego teem* to imagine rhat f am 
recommending he doesn’t lift hi* 
youngest child off rhe windowsill. Does 
he imagine my advice would he fti stand 
by and watch as the toddler opens the 
window and falls out? Or that 4 child 
running into the path of an oncoming 
car ought not to hr physically restrained? 
Where would he get that impression? I 
think wc tan safely say that snatching a 
teetering child from m Iront of an open 
window’ or oncoming traffic is perfectly 
compatible with anarchism. 

Furthermore, l don’t understand 
Diego’s point about Taxation; if doesn't 
seem to me to be analogous fo the 
family, but f do agree with him that 
anarchism should be about "trying to 
extend my political and philosophical 
ideal* to as many areas of my life as 
possible," Especially the ‘.is possible' 
bit. It seems to me pretty similar to the 
point I made m the letter that was 
published above his in the 29th May 
issue of Freedom. 

However, while I agree with him that 
there is not one hut many ways of bemg 
a libertarian parent, 1 would qurstion 
wh.it pari ever* reluctant smacking might 
play m that, f understand that Diego is 
against smacking. But smacking 
children, no matter hrw reluctantly, is 
coercion. Anarchists interested 111 
children and education from Godwin 
onwards would argue smacking plays 
no parr m a libertarian relationship 
with children. This isn't about me 
preaching to Diego, it is about what 
constitute* ’libertarian’ Diego can and 
will bring up hi* child ten in whichever 
way he thinks best, but the moment 
smacking become* a feature of the way 
he doe* it is the moment it ceases to be 
libertarian. That i* not the same os 
arguing that anyone who has ever in 
ant circumstances smacked rheir 
children is a bad person. Or that they 
ire mu libertarian. People make mistake*. 
People lose their temper*. Of course they 
do; even anarchists. (Tbat i* a joke, by 
the way). But if you reserve the right to 
resort to smacking a* a default position 
~ ^ a deliberate feature of your strategy 
- then that isn't libertarian 

Steve McKee 

Punishing 

Anyone reading John Shute's letter 
without having seen my article would 
be forgiven for thinking the article w;i* 
about restorative justice. It wasn't, i 
mentioned 11 only at the end, and m a 
particular context. My article was 








primarily about mo «hmg» Mhn.mh. rrl 
interest n* anarchists: 

First, asking what eondusmo* can be 
drawn from the New Farswkk experunertt 
m putting 'more ik.tibu» or. rhe bear. 
The revcarch found that contrary f <e 
general perception, crime went up, pcr-P 1 * 
felt more tearful, and the community 
fell more divided- John appeared not r« 
find (hi, info mull on worthy of mention. 
I thought it interesting enough to head 
a feature with. 

Secondly, the current data which 
show* that the criminal justice system 
discriminates against certain group* in 
society, John found this information 
'routine'. Well* the argument might be 
routine, bur isn’t 11 useful 10 have the 
latest data to hack up what anarchist* 
have long argued, especially when 
other* may find our position difficult Id 
believe? 1 thought so. If John doesn t, 
then he needn't uic it. 

John agree* that the root of crime i* 
co Ik? found m the breakdown of human 
solidarity. (certainly didn't think it an 
original point, but l did want to begin a 
discussion on how anarchist* might 
practically respond to rhat fact. Not in 
an anarchist society, but here and now. 

I think anarchism too often dodges tbai 
question, instead concentrating on society* 
after the revolution. In that context 1 
suggested rhat there were 'some aspects’ 
of restorative Justice that were of interest. 
3 in no way intended to argue that *t 
was all great stuff, as John appears to 
have taken me to mean. There is only 
*0 much space available for any feature 
in Freedom, so I didn’t go into great 
detail on restorative justice, but I did 
point out the features I thought of 
particular interest. Juhn appears to have 
ignored these, and instead concentrated 
on thing* 1 wasn't arguing. I specifically 
■say in my article that “within rhe 
restorative justice dialogue there 1 * much 
to be wary ofi“ John rightly highlights 
Mime of ihnsc thing*, for example asking 
about li inflict resolution between 
tenant and landlord. Yet I specifically 
warn of restorative justice being used 
bv the middle class to further oppress 
the working da*s. It therefore isn't a 
criticism of my article to give examples 
of how the middle das* might do rhat; 

*t is agreeing with me. 

If John or anyone else wants to debate 
how anarchists might help communities 
find responses to crime and rhe break¬ 
down of solidarity, then I feel my article 
ha* done its job, II, however, John 
wants to put forward argument* Pm 
nut making and then attack them a* if I 
was ■ for example, "should anarchist* 
really be embracing this shite?" Answer, 
of course not! - then l can only imagine 
that cither my article wasn't dearly 
written, tor which ] apologise, or That 
John didn’t read it properly, over which 
I have no influence. 

Stew McKee 

1 be feature Oft Crime and Punishment m 
the 15th May *v*ue of Freedom* made 
some very good pi unis on the futility of 
impriicmment which i* encouraging to 
read. However, the crime rate isn't 
going up and has been declining over 
rhe last two decades. Since 1992, youth 
crime has declined hv 21% stats by 
NACRQ and the British C rune Survey). 

I he prison population is Mill growing 
due in new laws being added to the 
statute bonks and longer prison sentences 
being introduced. 

I also agree with Steve * amde that 

an .ire hi*t* *ho«W rtnbracc cemto 

uf restorative (uvnee, even though it is a 
pike that 'lustre* 4 will prevail from 
nm thing organised by the criminal 
lusme system. I prefei the term amflia 
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disputes could be venlrd, 

Rcrtoranvt tuvnee ha* rrmimv bc-^n 
uvrd (or petn offenw tcrmmttwd hr 
v,,„n R people. « *he fh^ V,II«T 
police repawnon in 

|U94. There have been more venous 
C 1«3 such as rape anJ murder which 
have attempted to use rentoraiivr 
justice, but thrictiuld obviously only 
happen if both parties voluntardy agf^c 
10 tr. KJ cs being introduced in to 
criminal law arid I fear that »i will be 
used a* another form of *>cial control, 
rather than an as it should he, an 
alternative to the criminal justice process. 

f also agree with Richard Alrinn * 
letter, ' Where to n«w?\ from the same 
edition. Anarchists are stuck in a catch' 
22 position, a* we cannot provide 
practical alternatives, a* there can be no 
blueprint for an anarchist society. Not 
until we overthrow the British State, the 
UN and of course, NATO. Anarchists 
will always remain marginal, inward* 
looking, exclusive and alienating, 
because wc do not want to engage with 
the resr of society unless they meet our 
terms and conditions? 

The No More Prison website is 
proposing ro relaunch the Radical 
Alternatives to Prison RAP, a progressive 
group of individuals during the 1970$ 
and 1980s. which actively provided 
practical alternatives to custody, 


LwH. 
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Voting debate 

As an anarchist who lias advocated 
voting against the BNP in the European 
ejections l feel l must respond to the 
Editorial in rhe last issue of Freedom 
f29rh May). Let’s be absolutely clear - 
advocating a tactical vote against a fascist 
party is not rhe same a* advocating 
voting as a means to achieve wider 
social change. Far from it. It is a strategy 
aimed solely at the BNP {and NF where 
they standi. I will rial be voting in the 
local election* or the general election a* 
there will not be any BNP candidate* 
standing where I live. This 1 $ not the 
case in ihe European elections where 
the BNP arc putting up candidates in 
every constituency and where proportio¬ 
nal representation mean* votes can 
make a difference. Don’t confuse the 
two arguments. 

Voting alone will nor *rop the lash - 
but who say* it will? Your editorial 
writer note* that the BNP will fere 
better than Respect , It is quite passible 
in the North West that they may break 
through the J% barrier and get Griffin 
elected. If they don’t it will he more due 
to the vuppnrt that the equally far Righi 
UKIP is receiving than the activity of 
antifascists. 

It seem* quite logical to me as an 
anarchist and an aniriosciit to use a 
vote as a tactic against the BNP. This is 
the territory that they are dlooting 10 
fight on alter. Don’t we advocate ‘by all 
means necessary* ? Votmg m this care h 
a legitimate means. What do you 
achieve by not voting agaiinr the BNP 
hi term* of stopping their me? 

Freedom says that "a* anarchists we 
should be Irving to tackle mucs like 
housing, poor public services, fink m 
■mestmem m housing, low benefits" - 
rhe sort of issue* ihai breed support for 
the far right. \ agree. There may well be 
lot* of anarchists doing this; it %ti 11 
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Commentary 


i* pnga G 

lit ml J hr good tv read ibmir them m 
Freedom. We are rhnu^ii > long ,t> tiff 
from anvihnig even re more!) rewmblmg 
a working daw anarchist move¬ 
ment" Freedom refers to The tactic* 

we Use ftd.iv need to engage whh the 
realit> nf now nor tumr absrraci future 
Where J live the far-If If is finv and 
iplit I thanks to Revpeerj. Yuu can count 
the tmmhrr of derive anarchim across 
the whole county on fhe fingers of one 
hand and still have 4 few' left OVK We 
want m s,tnp the fash, The l*r%t we have 
been a life to do w ith the limited resources 
we have is to shove leaflets through 
people’s doors urging them nor to vote 
for the BNT and tackle racists when wc 
meet them. This isn’t pure anarchism, 
neither (1 voting, hut t want to set the 
BNP 1 mashed Voting agamsi them is 
one way rn do this and Tm going ro 
have no problem doing it. 

A quick response to lx* Kmorr’s 
letter about my pirce on the decline of 
voting (Commentary, 29th May j, 1 
think that everyone has the potentml to 
he an gnarchist. (n fact I think it is a 
11,1 rural w ay for people to behave. If I 
didn'l there wouido’r be much point 
being an anarchist as i am not iniu 
imposing my views on anyone. I don’t 
(hough think that the decline m voting 
means that anarchism is any closer. What 
| do think it may signal is a decline in 
support lor liberal democracy- To move 
from where we arc to where wc wane 
to be this is a prerequisite. People arc 
nm going to believe that the world can 
he run without state* until «hcs sec 
through (hr itotm of electron*. Dm is 
Whr i uut rktr Jedmmg participation 
in voting is 'good news lor anarchism' 

Du is also why I do nut advocate voting 
pn*c* other than in very exceptional 
circumstances. 

Richard 


anarchism 


t e* Uronrt also stems to be under sonic 
mivipprthensiont if our [inn* voting 
propaganda lias helped to nuke voting 
J uncnpJ\ wily would wc need to v linage 
lack now? What policies would we vote 
for? Taait-il voting for aiurchisisf Ibrar, 
dear, IsitV that following the opportunist 
line of tin* trots: Sortie individual 
members of political parties may be 
sincere m their political stance bur this 
is to ignore the fact that rhev don't stay 
that way once on any rung of the career 
Udder. Those who remain m the parts 
and choose not to or are unable to 
follow .j career arc election fodder for 
the careerists. There-s no need lor us to 
join their dispirited ranks, 
ft is nor purist reiecraimvm' to abstain 
from voting but a question of principle 
and efficacy: direct action remains the 
best method, which rc why it is so 
frequently frowned on m the orthodox 
media as fhe faetic ol 'extremists’. 

Voting is indeed a diversion from direct 
action. If wc want to remain in ronch 
wirh sympathetic mainstream elements 
wt don’t need to ditch our principles 
and accept rheif expediency, but 
explain, explain fas Lenin said). 

Roy Emery 
(SofFed type anarchist) 


E-Useless 


lev Isimirc continues his attempts to get 
anarchists to join the circu* of elections. 
I’m all in favour ol using elections “as 
an opportunity to reach out to people" 

- that is why I support anrixlccmin 
campaigns, f do reject the idea that 
anarchists should he urging 'tactical 
voting' simply because it drags us away 
from presenting the anarchist message 
,11 election times. As for rhe results of 
elections making, a difference ro everyday 
organising, well Labour replaced the 
Tories Was this a significant improve* 
mcnr/ The vanu* with ifie Spanish 
elections I’m sure that the new govern¬ 
ment will be ignormg/oppressiiig the 
population just like A/nar’x did - and 
the previouv Socialist government 
before that. 

Ultimately, 11 is uur ability to resist 
the government nf the day which really 
counts and wc should be fry ing to build 
that power. So, given this, I feel that the 
anarchist anuxkctmn message rs more 
rdevanr lhan joining the chorus of 
politicians who -ire urging us to vnre 
for someone, anyone m order to make 
the game seem leg in mate. 

As such, I rhmk that creating a 
dialogue w ith the increasing ranks of 
people who vi L through the farce of 
election*, who cither don't vote or vote 
against, nor for, parries, is the Lost way 
of spreading anarcbrcr idc.rc and 
affrniarrves, Jr seems obvious that only 
by dirraJy budding the "new creative 
living and working arrangements'’ l ev 
VJ > V ht‘ wanif can wc promote libertarian 
idr j .. And 1 hat mean* om stmt ive self 
activity in our coniriiumrics and work • 
plates rather Hum bourgeois drummer 
mg. Which, as fn a fury has repeatedly 
shown, ,rc dcrjdit.third all wlio take 
f/iirt in it and 001 brought uo any ru a/er 


The EU; J'm afraid J can remember our 
referendum (thanks to Harold Wilson) 
on staying in the European Economic 
Community fwhich Ted Heath had 
already taken us into). 

In fact the only times JVe voted 
nationally lyes, I admit 11 - with *hanir!) 
were firstly for Heath who promised 
we d not go in without a free vote in 
Tar ha mem — where a majority against 
seemed do-able - secondly lor Wilson 
who promised a referendum. Now 
admittedly he changed lack and put all 
the money behind & yes vote w'hieh he 
got hut he did keep htx promise. Not a 
lot of the voters Jidt Everyone I came 
aeons was afraid to pull out at the rime. 
Afterwards I could only ever come across 
one guy who admitted to voting yes! 

Die facts on the CAT were well known 
if waved aside by the pro campaign. 

The price of food did indeed multiply - 
there was never any doubt. That alone 
was surety enough for any Apolitical 
folk to say no. but the point I met! m 
pul over to people wav th.n the EEC 
was now favoured by jK parties, but 
they were giving rhe people this chance 
to say something direct, 

fhe European project should have been 
rejected irrespective of one’s personal 
leanings, since wc had this lone little 
accidental chance to lell the politicians 
they were not all mighty. What the hell 
- were not all anarchists are we! 

Paul Campbell 

Where to now 


Contrary ro what some of us may hjvc 
suspected prior ro the establishment of 
the Campaign Against I*mon Slavery, 
and contrary to what some may still 
suppose, file issue of forced In hour in 
British prisons has generally proved a 
very popular one with the general 
public. Tin not sure about Richard 
Alison’s experiences (see f reedom, I uh 
May), but ibis has certainly hern the 
case 011 all the pickets of Wilkinson 
stores I have been on personally 
(around twemy), and n is what k king 
reported back from 1 ATS pickets all 
around the country People are shocked 
and surprised by wli.it is happening m 


llnirsh prisons and atr expressing thru 
fa la MrKny lupptin to the campaign. They arc 
taking our leaflets lot their friends, 
refusing to shoji 4t WilkoV and some 
times even making Jinanvial contributions 
to the campaign, On one Ucdl picket 
wc even futl a ncwsp.ipel seller ask il 
he could have a bundle ol leaflet* so as 
ro pur one m each paper he Qpfd 
nt course, we have sometimes had 
individuals say that prisoners should be 
made to work, bur these comment* arc 
surprisingly rare* and expressed hy 
people who have nut actually read our 
leaflets, When it % pointed out to these 
peuple that the profits of the private 
companies who exploit prison labour 
are acrually firing subsidised by the tax 
payer, and that their job could he on the 
line next, they rend 10 sing a different 
rune. Genera Mi e hough, people are not 
supporting rhr campaign fxvaufie ol ibrir 
own mitosis, but because they share 
our moral repugnance at sla ve labour. 

Through the C ampaign Against 
Prison Slavery wc are putting prison 
issues on the agenda, in the high street, 
and helping to expose the reality of the 
secret world of the British prison system. 

I think it has made a lor of people think 
twice about what is being done in Their 
names, and wc are building links with 
many people well outside tlu* Anarchist 
ghetto. While the campaign is certainly 
not exclusively anarchist* it has allowed 
us to put forward ,m anarchist position 
on prisons. For example* I think u 
unlikely that the BBC would mvire me 
to speak no the issue of prison abolition 
directly, but because they interview me 
about CAPS I get rhe opportunity to 
pm forward ahoJirinnisr arguments, 
CAPS pickets arc taking plate regularly 
around the country, and I would 
encourage everyone to get involved. 

They represent a rare opportunity to 
communicate with ordinary people 
about an issue that should be important 
ro us all 

Mark Barnsley 

Holy Bakunin! 

lam McKay’s piece on Bakunin (29th 
May 2{)l!4) w typical ol preitcmaricms of 
anarchism's ’great men", Utrfecomcxt 
rc provided and no effort ift made to 
read critically. The purpose of the 
billowing letter is to demonstrate that 
despite Bakunin’s canonisation as one 
of anarchism* big men, a detailed 
analysis of his writing reveals not so 
much Bakunin’s ideas but the assump¬ 
tions of Bakunin’s rime. I will start by 
shunting Bakunin m early modernity. 

I hen 1 will engage m j critical reading 
of Bakunin s God and the State. This 
will focus on Bale mini's conceptions 
religion and history, i will say here* and 
now: great man history needs to fie 
consigned to rhe dustbin. History is not 
ahum individual* but anonymous 
structures and forces. 

Definitions of modernity note a series 
ot phenomena including techno logical 
motivation, mdustnahsanon, massive 
demographic upheaval* urban!station* 
systems of mass Lumniumeatiun, 
education and mass literacy, capitalism, 
nations, nationalisms arid processes of 
secularisation. Modernity marks a shift 
m the production of commodities and 
die product ton of knowledge *uid, 
moreover, heralds a transformtiion m 
human experience of space and Time, 
hurrhcrrtiorc, the changes mcmioned 
above have been greeted as harbinger* 
of 4 strangely L 11 nil 1 .tr promise tor 
liberals Marxist* amJ nnarchtvjs alike 
Science, rhe ary and the machine will 
hi mg freedom from poverty, hunger and 
** W&o 9 


FREEDOM READERS’ 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

We at the Freedom newspaper collective have been thinking about the 
future of Freedom We feel that we wish to use OUf resources more 
effectively and so are assessing the value of Freedom in its current format 
Also unfortunately we need to make the paper more financially viable 
We would like all freedom readers, subscribers and supporters to help ut 
create the best possible publication for the anarchist/libertarhm 
movement, and so we ask that you please tick the boxes and answer the 
following questions about what you’d like Freedom to be. 


Where do you usually buy Freedom? 

I have a subscription 
Other 

(if other, please specify) ... 


□ 

a 


following features? 

Long Britain news stories 
Short Britain news stories 
Long International news stories 
Short International news stories 

In-depth features 
Letters 
Reviews 
Strike news 

Community struggle news 

Anarchist movement news/action reports 

Prison news 

News about corporations and government 
History 

Anarchist theory 
Interviews 

(Sem i- )H umo u rou s/sati ncaf a rtld es 
Quia/games 
Anything else? ... 


Which of the following formats for Freedom would you prefer? 

Newspaper, 8 pages, fortnightly, price £ l CJ 

Magazine. 16 pages, fortnightly, price £ f O 

Magazine, 32 pages, monthly, price £ I SO O 

What do you think the purpose of Freedom should be? 
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And just to satisfy our curiosity ... 

How would you describe your politics? 


Please send your completed questionnaires to: Freedom Quesoonnatre. 

8-lb Whitechapel High Street. London El 7QX by 1st July 1004, H you'd 
like to add your name and address (you could use the sub term overleaf) «t 
will be included in a piiae draw to win a copy of the forthcoming Freedom 
Press title A Summer in the Park by Tony Allen 
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Bakunin's conception ■ 
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Commentary 

i T ** 

liberation fmin thr mammalm* 

of religion* dir iuMortrilW ' ,l ’ virn 
cJirtHnn and relw«r Inffll thr adwirary 
,*crei*C Of power, the nunlrrn, then, ifr 
JrfnuHl tti terms of j selK*o«5iciou% 
oppoMTvon Of the new agamst rhe 
rh.it t» iindcrsmod in terms of -i radical 
break w.rh a so-called pre-modem F&(> 

Critically. religion occupies >1 central 
sjxjkc in deliberations upon relations 
between the (pre modern) past and the 
i modern I present 

TuhI and the State commences with a 
critique of phifnM'phiCdl idcafi'm- Accord- 
irig ro Bakunin. idealist philosophy 
begins w ith spirit, mind and God, 
which as eternal and perfect entitle' 
urid/or qualities, reduce matter - and 
therefore humanity — to rfut which is 
perishahle and vilr According to 
Bakunin* philosophical idealism can 
only conceive of history or rime as a 
process of degeneration and corruption 
Materialist philosophy beg'ns with 
humanity, with life and energy. It 
constitutes time not as a process of 
decay hot rather as n “wholly natural 
movement from the simple to the 
complex, from the lower to the higher, 
from the infer tor rn the superior “ (page 
f J). In other words, Bakunin subscribes 
to the notion of history as a progressive 
movement from darkness to light and 
from barbarism to civilisation. just as 
hjoJogtcaJ life on Ha rrh began with simple 
organisms that evolved into complex 
organisms, so human societies evolved 
from huntcr-garherer societies into 
in dust rial-sdeflfifit societies. According 
to this narrative, anything connected 
with rhe past is backward or recessive. 

Bakunin inscribes a negative relation 
with the past typical to modernity, 
constructing religion as an obstacle to 
tea son and progress and the future 
anatchist society, specifically as an early 
stage of intellectual and/or social 
development that must be overcome. 

Yet, like Freud, Bakumn regards 
religion as having hern 3 necessary 
stage in the development of human 
civilisation. Indeed, according to Bakunin, 

"the divine idea ... is an error historically 
necessary m the development of 
humanity" (22)* 

Elsewhere, Bakunin claims like Marx, 
that religion is a product of empirical 
error ["the credulous fancy (if men”} 
and a sign of protest or “‘discontent" 

(2.11. He argues that religion produces 
and perpetuates ignorance and thaf it 
prevents human beings - echoing Marx's 
theory of ideology - from understanding 
the true nature of their relations with 
society as a whole. As such, Bakunin 
asserts that science is the only legitimate 
method for the production of knowledge 
because it manufactures knowledge that 
accurately reflects reality. According to 
Bakunm, rite scientific method is 
consonant with the idea of liberty. 

Religion - as j source of knowledge - 
must be discredited and overcome, (or 
r$ threatens to condemn humanity to 
the shadows of ignorance and slavery, | 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

Send in I : rvcdr»m Pres, 841, WhitetJtepc! Hiph Street, London El 7QX j 

n ! 

-J Please start a NEW subscription to Freedom for.issues 

J FJeutc RMNKW rny subscription fo Freedom for,,.jssuco) 

Lj I enclose a donation 

I enclose L .payment (cheques payable to Freedom Pres* please) j 


S.kocrprovide*thcw^i^"* 0 ,, 
, pi ,k. with which rehKHHi* k T 
L jn tv trstird amt dmwit m lx 11 *' 
exposure of religious ritrth* f lKe ’ 

hoU il in c^tbdl? Idu r .nnK ICt* 
Plius lar, I have sketched Bakunins 
general position vts -* rts religmn. I 
have already noted hum dose iMs t* *« 
posit 1 ona taken by F^ uc l aMi * lV, ir!lL 11 
order J* understand Bakunm** pp«w« 
depth *r w nawan to turn to 
of hist or). What 

follow., IH j Icn^ quote that I will 
refer I'ack to fur the reniamdcr of this 
essay: "Hisiors then appears ro us aft 
the revolutionary negation, now slow, 
a pathetic, sluggish, now passionate and 
powerful, of the past, ft consists precisely 
■n the progressive negation of the primitive 
animality of man by the development a( 
his humanity. Man, a wild beast, cousin 
of ihe gorilla, has emerged from the 
profound darkness of animal instinct 
into the lie'll! of the mind, which explains 
in a wholly natural way all his past 
mistakes and partially consoles us for 
Its* present errors. He has gone out from 
| animal slavery, and passing through 
J divine slavery, a temporary condition 
I between hw animality and his humanity, 
he is now marching on to the conquest 
and realisation of human liberty ... Behind 
us is our animality and before us our 
humanity; human light, the only thing 
thar can worm and enlighten us, the 
only thing that can emancipate us, give 
us dignity, freedom, and happiness, and 
realise fraternity among us, is never ar 
the beginning hut, relatively to the epoch 
in which we live, always at the end of 
history- Ixt m, them never look back, let 
us look ever forward; for forward is our 
sunlight, forward our salvation* (21). 

God and the State was written some 
tmte between 1870 and 1872, and 
Bakunm is clearly a man ol tas tunc. 

The words in the passage above reflect 
powerful currents m Western European 
(hough* towards the end of the nineteenth 
century that also structure the historical, 
sociological, anthropological and 
philosophical writings of the likes of 
Comte, Hegel, Tvlor, and Spencer, 
among many others. For these thinkers 
- as for Bakunin - religion occupies a 
critical space in meditations upon the 
advent of modernity. 

According to Bakunin, history is an 
objective structure that operates 
according to verifiable laws of progress. 
As such, Bakunm imagines three 
historical stages or epochs which define 
the human journey from savagery to 
civilisation, Iric first he describes in, 
terms of ‘animality’. This, for Bakunin, 
is fhc darkest hour of human history, 
where men and women are barely 
distinguishable from animals, ami are, 
as such, slaves to insrmct. The second 
stage is characterised by religion. 

Although m the passage above this 
emerges as a single stage or epoch, else¬ 
where in the Bakunm subscribes to the 
notion - popular during his lifetime - 
that religion evolved from so-called 
fetishism, passing through several 
distinct stages through polytheism 
before reaching its final expression m 
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monotheism |fj9). (he final stage in 
Bakunin's conception of history is 
simultaneously "the end of history, the 
moment when reason and liberty finally 
triumph over superstition and bondage 
and [hr conditions for an anarchist 
Spdcry prevail. 

There are two important points here. 
Hie first thing rhar strikes one is the 
thoroughly Christo centric nature of the 
promise articulated bv Bakunin. The 
future [anarchist! society is there, u 
awaits us - we who have journeyed so 
long - it is our ’salvation', Given Bakunin's 
enlightened hostility ro Christianiry, it is 
ironic that his conception of history 
should resemble the Christian redemption 
so closely. Moreover, the revolution, in 
Bakunin's writing, has the aura of the 
messianic as an unrepeatable and 
miraculous event that will propel 
humanity into the promised hand. 

The second thing that leaps out at 
one is how unremarkable Bakunin’s 
(anarchist) promise is. Although 
Bakunin seeks to distance himself and 
his vision from liberal and Marxist 
promises about the future, what strikes 
one is how profoundly the late 
nineteenth century speaks through 
Bakunin The text has meaning noi 
because of what i$ known about the 
author, Bakunin himself, but because of 
what is known a hour the period in 
which he was writing and living, and 
the general ideas - scientific, political 
and philosophic - popular at that time, 
fkkunin's ideas about religion and 
history are neither distinctly Bakunin's 
nor distinctly anarchist, but arc rather 
part of Wider discourses about progress 
and about the modern. These discourses 
of progress are viral to the construction 
ofa pre-modern past represented in 
terms of backwardness^ ignorance and 
superstition* and to a conception of 
history as progress in true knowledge 
and freedom. 

PauLFrancote Tremlett 
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A sideways look 


Imagine my surprise when nearly a 
dozen different leaders fell through my 
letterbox* I expect one or two a day, 
usually for pizza or Indian take-away, 
but this was all tOO much. On doscr 
msptrcrtrm the one on the trip appeared 
to be from the English Democrats, 
which sounded fishier rhan a battered 
cod and chips. It sported the cross of a 
Middle Eastern saint who is generous 
with his intercessions, covering as he 
dues England, Aragon, Moscow, Georgia, 
Catalonia, the buy scouts, Genoa* Greece, 
Germany, Ferrara, Malta* Lebanon, 
Istanbul, Lithuania, farm workers, 
Venice, Palestine, Canada, soldier*, 
butchers, skin diseases, herpes and 
syphilis There are mure but von get the 
picture. A quick check on the web and T 
find them to he has teal )y ami-EU Tories 
who want an English pari lament and 
fewer immigrants. Still, at least their 
leaflet isn't glossy and looks like i| comes 
from a fringe political group. 

Next m the pile was LAMP, Thatcher's 
children. Their leaflet was boring hut 
did ar least look like they might have 
some pizza or curry on offer on the 
inside Sadly they didn't, Nor did they 
bother to mention the threat to fhts 
mythical Sovereignty from ime-sidcd 
treaties with the US Empire, Was I 
surpised? 

Nexi up came the latest vehicle for 
Gorgeous George, Respect. Tellingly, 
this one actually had a shopping list of 
demands and was the first to mem ion 
defending refugees rather than implying 
(hey need to he attacked. Worthy 
demands m [he main, but not.a clue of 
how we might get there apart from 
showing each other ‘respect*, Libouris 
was the biggest and glossiest, looking 
mure like a fold out menu from a 
trendy brasserie than a take-away 
leaflet. You can tell ihey are worried 
because they talked loads about extra 
nurses and the NHS and very little 
aboui Europe - which is after .ill what 
these elections are supposedly about. 

I he Lib-Denis Carried on with the 
glossiness* but didn’t seem tu have goi 
[hr idea aboui pizza deliver) - leaflets* 
Someone really should tell them that 
going on one demo and a bn voting 
ui Parliament isn't enough to stop u 
war, ) he Greens were next - these 
peoplr do a nice line m organic* 
'untamable wond-fired pisr.ii** l think, 
bur their name will put oil anyone 
berated fur nut eating them m thru 
voiuli But Ultimate Piioi and i lucken 
Was the rmm hehevuhlc and get un 
vote, 

I didn't get anything burn fhe Krai 
ioru in the i.ivii.iv Liu n.hi vompl.unmg 
I suspeu that our good friends m the 
Royal Mail pmbablv boyc tHU-ti the luttei, 
a. fin flu I dm tier, let’s httpi' eveiyonr 

V I onrfiui I J fRQ, hrmled mi nitLyi iml jidpiu 


eke failed to get them. 

The pages of Freedom recently have 
featured several anarchists discuss using 
voting in dectinnii as a taCTtc. Quite a 
few anarchists probably wilt verre next 
week [last week by rhe time you read 
this), often for quite personal reasons 
or because they think if mighr make a 
difference where they Iwc. 1 am 
unconvinced bur I do think we need to 
get away from st purely negative response 
to elections, often jusi done m a knee- 
jerk way. Turnout is likely rn continue 
to lull and gimmicks like all-postal voting 
(pushed through because Labour felt so 
threatened irt rhe North West) will prove 
on I) a temporary hhp. The collapse of 
trust m politics and politicians is good 
bur we are stall a long way from people 
trusting in themselves* 

Svartfrosk 


Magazines 



Anarcho- 
Syndicalist Review 
issue no IS 
Winter 2004 
1135 I add SOp 
in the UK, tl 
clscw ? hcrc) 


t hr latest A SR focusses on >iruggic* foi 
a shurter working week. It also contain 
news of strike victories, ’development 1 1 
Africa and other international anarthrsi 
news and reviews. 


Solidarity 
issue no 11 
May 2004 
il (add SQp in 
the UK, £l 
elsewhere) 



Trie campaign mg trad* 
features the RM I ahei 
ihe labour Parrv, the I 
ami much more 

The quiz 

1 \\ hit did ,J U . Vhwa 
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Z f^ri winm ta,a 
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the prttitn camp .u 1 
1 ^IU- uf the ptrdrrev 
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1 ^"'rding to Kepuh 
^'ILim, wh 4l was if, 
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